
Don’t keep mum!  
Getting parents and carers involved 
	
Despite what you may think, young people do listen to their parents and carers and particularly their mothers. These people are 
crucial role models who can influence their children, and offer you access to young people.  

Ways to reach 
parents and  
carers
•	Work in partnership  

with your local housing 
association:  
a strategic working relationship with 
a housing association will provide 
you with direct access to families 
whose children might be at risk of 
carrying knives. Use communications 
channels, such as websites, leaflets, 
newsletters and other publications to 
deliver anti-knife crime messages and 
publicise your activities. You could put 
out a call for mothers looking to take 
action against knife crime and ask 
them to contact you to find out more 
information. You could also attend a 
residents’ meeting and address the 
audience directly.  

•	Make use of letters from 
schools to parents:  
get in touch with your local school/s 
and ask if you can use their 
communication links with parents as  
a means of publicising your campaign, 
which could help you to engage this  
key stakeholder group.

•	Attend a school parents’ 
evening or open night:  
with permission, you could mingle  
and meet with parents or address 
them collectively (time permitting). 
This could be a good opportunity to 
meet mothers, fathers and carers 
face-to-face and talk about your ideas 
for local action. Take some national 
campaign materials along to distribute; 
this could help to lend some weight  
and credibility to your cause in the 
early stages. 

•	Set up a stand in a local 
shopping centre/precinct/
supermarket:  
take your messages and materials to 
those areas where parents and carers 
are likely to carry out their weekly 
shop or congregate. Maybe draw up 
a petition for local parents to sign – 
this could be a good way of collecting 
contacts for potential campaign 
partners and fellow activists.   

•	Visit local authority gyms/
hairdressers/nail bars/
pharmacies: 
visit and distribute your materials in 
key locations for mothers; for example, 
you could put up posters and/or leave 
leaflets and information materials 
behind with your contact details.

•	Contact your local Sure 
Start programme:  
Sure Start is a government programme 
which aims to achieve better outcomes 
for children, parents and communities. 
Local Sure Start staff could give you 
help, advice and guidance on how  
to reach and engage local mothers.  
They could also make a good local 
campaign partner.

•	Partner up with Parent 
Teacher Associations (PTA):   
PTAs will provide strong links with 
parent groups and schools, offering 
contact with those parents and carers 
who already take an active interest in 
their children’s education and wellbeing.

Talk About Knives

A Talk About Knives leaflet has been 
produced which urges parents and 
carers to talk to their children about 
knives before it’s too late. With 
support from campaign web pages 
on DirectGov, Talk About Knives 
provides guidance on how to broach 
the subject of knife crime, and how 
to spot signs that a child might be 
carrying, or thinking about carrying a 
knife. It also offers ideas and advice 
for those who want to work with 
other parents and carers to take  
a local stand against knife crime.

To order a Talk About Knives  
leaflet, please call 0845 600 4171  
and quote “TAK”

Key campaign messages 
for parents and carers

1.	 It’s time to take a stand together 
against knife crime.

2.	You have a role to play in helping 
your child make the right choice. If 
there is one person your child will 
listen to, it’s you. They respect you 
more than you think.

3.	Talk to your child and talk to other 
parents and carers – you can make 
a difference.

4.	There will be initiatives and  
organisations in your area working 
to raise awareness and prevent 
knife crime – find out what’s  
happening at www.ccc.co.uk 

5.	For help and guidance on running 
your own campaign visit  
www.itdoesnthavetohappen.co.uk/
stakeholders  

6.	Tell us what you’re doing and what’s 
going on in your area by emailing 
info@itdoesnthavetohappen.co.uk 
or logging on to www.itdoesnthave 
tohappen.co.uk/stakeholders


